
Vancouver International  
Busker Festival
Granville Island, Yaletown, and various satel-
lite sites to July 15 

Not just musicians, but also jugglers, acro-
batics, chalk artists and dozens more, are 
primed to entertain at this eclectic festival. 
Highlights include New Zealand juggler Bas-
ketball Jones, Winnipeg acrobatic duo Street 
Circus Dan and Kim Craig, and Vancouver 
magician Eden Cheung. 

Liars
Biltmore Cabaret, show 9:30 p.m.

The L.A. experimental rock trio slinks away 
from its arty dance-rock precedents on 
its much lauded sixth album WIXIW (pro-
nounced Wish You), its most creepily atmo-
spheric work yet, the soundscape dominated 
by synthesizers instead of guitars.

Simon Joyner
Biltmore Cabaret, doors 8 p.m.

Beck’s favourite singer-songwriter from 
Omaha was a major influence on Bright 
Eyes, and has collaborated with the 
Mountain Goats. His lo-fi, self-released new 
album, Ghosts, is challenging and reward-
ing, sometimes recalling the legendary Skip 
Spence. It’s whisky at dusk music. 

Gastown Grand Prix
Gastown, 5:45 p.m.

Feel the gust of North America’s top cyclists 
whipping by wheel-to-wheel on the Gas-
town course. One of the most popular one-
day bike races in North America (attracting 
greats like Lance Armstrong and Alison 
Sydor over the years), the event is a part of 
BC Superweek, a series of five cycling races.

King John
Bard on The Beach, Vanier Park, to Sept. 19

Featuring some of Shakespeare’s most com-
pelling characters, King John is also one his 
most suspenseful stories. And yet the play 
is rarely performed; this might be North 
America’s first professional staging since the 
1990s. Scott Bellis, who stars, compares the 
intrigue and moral dilemmas to Game of 
Thrones.

Sarah Browne
Contemporary Art Gallery, reception 6 p.m.; 
to Sept. 2 

Twice in a row, the CAG scores inaugural 
North American exhibitions of crucial artists. 
The magnificent Matthew Monahan show 
just wrapped, making room for Irish “econo-
my” artist Sarah Browne, including her 2009 
Venice Biennale entry. Browne’s homemade 
machines utilize material worthless to some 
but status symbols to others.

Buddy: The Buddy Holly Story 
Stanley Stage, to Aug. 26 

Arts Club remounts one of its biggest hits. 
Selling out virtually every show, the musical 
blew away critics. “Oh, Boy! Buddy’s a blis-
tering winner...” raved this paper. “Zachary 
Stevenson nails the rock ‘n’ roll legend in a 
full-throttle tribute that fires on all cylin-
ders... Leaves the audience roaring for more.”  
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Vancouver Folk Festival
Jericho Beach Park July 13-15

The 35th anniversary festival 
features music for everyone with 
one of its strongest lineups in a 
few years. Must see highlights: 
Texas-born hip-hop-zydeco 
wizard player Cedric Watson and 
his band; recycled Acadian treats 
by Quebec’s Bette and Wallet; the 
sultry, rough-around-the-edges 
laments of Lucinda Williams (left); 
and indie-folk icon Ani DiFranco. 
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